$65. 00 per year 



$6JX) U.S. 



e >NS|d eo , 




From The Wilderness 

A Nonpartisan Non-sectarian MAP for the Here That Is, Into the Tomorrow of Our Own Making 



Vol. VIII, No. 2 



May 1 1 , 2005 

© Copyright 2005 



Renewables 

PART 2 

Emphasizing Proximity 

By 

Mike Kane 

[Clearly, a massive program of renewable energy construction is in order. But it is just as clear that neither the fed- 
eral government nor the majority of American citizens has the insight or the will to undertake such a program - and 
someday soon (given the American monetary position in tine world system) , they may not even have the capital. 
John C. Pennie and others like him deserve respect for their prudence and foresight, and for the small but real con- 
tribution their renewables make to the environmental situation - but their projects have little to do with the national 
emergency that FTW expects in the middle term. -JAH] 

The following report was based primarily on an interview with John C. Pennie on January 17, 2005. Since then, Mr. 
Pennie has informed FTI/Vthat plans to erect three wind turbines on the same property as his residence have been 
cancelled. 

On April 26, 2005, Mr. Pennie sent me the following email: 

From: J.C. Pennie 
To: Michael Kane 

Sent: Tuesday, April 26, 2005 10: 20 AM 
Michael, 

I have been pondering your article "Renewables Part 1 " and agree with your premise. That is why we have de- 
cided to focus on 'inland clusters' (of wind turbines) servicing a local area. In Ontario, there are many small 
community hydro distributors, which could potentially allow for distributed rather than centralized generation 
of renewables. 

Since we last spoke, we have come to a decision concerning our three turbines in Adjala due to excessive delays 
and costs that we were facing through the Environmental Assessment and re-zoning process (attached). 

(Cont’d on page 3) 
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The Value of the 
Remaining Wilderness 

By 

Dale Allen Pfeiffer 

April 8, 2005 1300 PST (FTW) - Congress is about to 

open ANWR to oil drilling. Conservative pro-drilling 
groups have established propaganda sites on the web 
(ANWR.com, ANWR.org, etc.) touting drilling as humane 
and responsible, and claiming that the resources of 
ANWR will feed our energy demands-state by state-for 
many years to come. Their figures are unrealistic; they 
must be considering every bit of oil which has even the 
remotest possibility of existing within ANWR. And they 
must also be considering every last drop of it to be ex- 
tractable. 

According to the most reliable figures published by the 
US Geological Survey, found in their 1998 assessment 1 , 
ANWR contains somewhere between 5.7 and 16 billion 
barrels of oil (Gb), with the most likely figure being some- 
where in the neighborhood of 10.4 Gb. Recoverable re- 
serves are estimated to lie between 4.3 and 11.8 Gb, 
with a mean value of 7.7 Gb. The United States con- 
sumed 7.3 Gb of oil in 2003. So, under the best circum- 
stances ANWR could only supply us with a little over one 
year and a half worth of oil. Compared to other notable 
oil fields ANWR is 7/1 OOths the size of Ghawar, and 
holds about the same comparison to the West Siberian 
Basin. It is about 1 /4th the size of the North Sea Graben 
deposits. The USGS reports that the entire region of 
northern Alaska ranks 25 on a listing of world hydrocar- 
bon deposits. 2 For this we are willing to destroy one of 
the last pristine habitats on the planet? 

The pro-drilling websites claim that drilling will not dam- 
age the environment. Some of their material even goes 
so far as to say that the wildlife will benefit from the care- 
ful management of the oil industry. Yet two separate sci- 
entific studies point to the opposite conclusion. In an ex- 
haustive study published by the National Academy of 
Science, a team of researchers studied the cumulative 
effect of oil and gas activities on the North Slope of 
Alaska. 3 The researchers found environmental degrada- 
tion across the board, with loss of habitat and diminished 
quality of life for most of the wildlife. A study by the 
USGS found similar results, particularly with regard to 
Caribou herds. 4 The USGS study looked specifically at 
caribou within ANWR and found that oil and natural gas 

(Cont’d on page 8) 
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(Renewables Part 2 - Cont’d from page 1) 

Therefore we are now focusing on two sites in other 
municipalities west of this location, which will be 
announced shortly. 

Regards, 

John 

J.C.Pennie 

Windrush Energy 

Land's End Corporation 

Bus: xxx-xxx-xxxx 

Fax: xxx-xxx-xxxx 

www.Windrush-Energy.com 

On April 8, 2005, Pennie was quoted in a Canadian 
weekly, The Banner, as saying the decision to move 
the project to another jurisdiction "had nothing to do 
with the concerns of some of the residents because we 
believe, as a result of our work, that there are no health 
issues to the public. But time is money and it is simply 
from a business point of view that it didn't make sense." 

Pennie did not respond to the following questions prior 
to publication. 

1 . Which municipalities are now being 
considered? 

2. Will you or any of your business part- 
ners have the chance to join a wind en- 
ergy cooperative once the project is com- 
plete? 

Despite this recent change, FTW feels the report pro- 
duced from the January 17, 2005 interview remains 
cogent. We present that report now in full, unchanged. 
- FTW 

May 4, 2005 0800 PST (FTW)\ Land's End Corpora- 
tion is building three wind turbines in Hockley Valley 
where the company's president has built his home. The 
aerial photograph of the township of Adjala in Ontario, 
Canada, below shows the president of Land's End 
Corp., John C. Pennie, is currently living one mile from 
where the proposed wind turbines will stand. 

FTWs research indicates that the only way to directly 
utilize renewable energy is to be near a renewable en- 
ergy source. In a phone interview, J.C. Pennie was 
asked if he is aware of peak oil. 

"Well I've heard about it," said Pennie. "I haven't done 
a lot of research on it, but that wasn't the motivation for 
us to look at this project. I suffer from asthma. I see 



many friends and their children, the children more so, 
have asthma." 

He spoke quite idealistically. 

"Our motivation initially was that we're going to drown 
ourselves in pollution if we don't do something. Some- 
body has to do something. I'm 65 years old and I'm 
going to do something, and I have a number of part- 
ners of similar age - we're going to do something." 

"And all of the (wind) power can't be generated along 
the lakes, and all of it can't be the ideal wind condi- 
tions. It has to be distributed and it has to be delivered 
to users who are close by." Ontario has just approved 
2 major wind farms along Lake Superior's north shore, 1 
where the wind is quite strong." 

But when first asked why he wanted to build this wind 
farm he stated, "Partly because we are concerned 
about the environment and partly because Ontario is 
short of energy." 

Sounds like he is concerned with hydrocarbon deple- 
tion - peak or no peak. 

FTW asked if he planned on using wind energy to heat 
his home by installing electric heating systems. Cur- 
rently Pennie heats his home with propane and does 
not anticipate altering this. He plans on joining a wind 
energy cooperative with some of his neighbors when 
the project is completed. 

When he first bought the property in Adjala at Hockley 
Valley, Pennie told his neighbors he wanted to apply 
for severances to sell the land for horse farms. They 
supported that use, approving it in the town govern- 
ment. But that support has been withheld from the 
windmill proposal, which remains unpopular. 2 

The property is on a plateau in Hockley Valley. Pennie 
explained it wasn't until construction of his home began 
that he realized Hockley Valley was a fairly windy area. 
Coincidentally, he and some partners were looking for 
land on which to develop a small wind farm and ac- 
cording to Pennie, as luck would have it, his home was 
well suited for such a project. 

"We found that the wind here made construction pretty 
difficult. They would be lifting a sheet of plywood and it 
would fly out of their hands, stuff like that. So we de- 
cided to test the property and got some reasonable 
results. It's not the windiest section in Ontario. But my 
partners and I felt - there were industrial companies in 
the area - that it would be a good thing for Ontario's 
energy if all of the windmills weren't along the lakes... 
so we took the property off the market to sell as real 
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estate, and decided to work on developing it as an en- 
ergy site." 

Land's End Cor- 
poration is made 
up of six individ- 
ual investors, in- 
cluding Marilyn 
Fields who is 
president of the 
DAREarts Foun- 
dation for chil- 
dren. DAREarts 
has worked with 
NATO peace- 
keeping forces in 
a card writing 
campaign de- 
signed to garner 
donations in sup- 
port of children in 
war torn nations 
such as Kosovo. 

As part of the 
larger DAREarts 
program, artist 
Mark Raynes 
Roberts has pre- 
sented windmills 
as sculptural art 
forms - both esthetically and philosophically - to Cana- 
dian school children. 



electricity regardless of hydrocarbon depletion and its 
accompanying politics. Wind fluctuation will vary, so 

there is the pos- 
sibility of install- 
ing battery sys- 
tems to store en- 
ergy for when the 
turbines don't 
spin. 



nesses near 
Land's End will 
be more than 
happy to buy 
wind energy, 
helping to curb 
their C02 emis- 
sions in line with 
the Kyoto Proto- 
col, which is 
coming into ef- 
fect now that 
Russia has rati- 
fied the treaty. 
Even military and intelligence professionals have pub- 
licly endorsed a massive implementation of renewable 
energy which they call "Phase Two." 4 



Acrinl Vk>« nf She witli I’nijMftvd W ind Turbines Supcrmipnsed 

photo originally published by Windrush Energy 

http://windrush-enerav.com/newspaper.pdf 



Renewable en- 
ergy will be in- 
creasingly valu- 
able, especially 
in the context of 
Peak Oil. Busi- 



Overall, the Land's End project seems to be good for 
everyone in the area. If this reporter had $10 million 3 to 
invest in such a project, he just might. What could be a 
better investment in the new millennium than energy 
security? 4.5 megawatts capacity of wind energy en- 



Land's End Corporation's current project at Hockley 
Valley demonstrates that there are wealthy individuals 
who are preparing for Peak Oil - whether consciously 
or by happenstance. 




The Principals of Land’s End Corporation 

J,C. RENNIE- President, Land’s End Corporation - Mr Pennie is 
the winner of the first Niagara Escarpment Commision 
architectural award for design and development in Caledon. 

Mr. Pennie has been Chairman of the international 
companies in fields as diverse as computer imagery for TV & 
motion pictures and industrial construction. He is building a 
residence at Land's End. 



photo originally published at http://windrush-enerqv.eom/index-3.htnn#principals 



So what are 
you doing to 
prepare for 
peak oil? 

Today, some 
efforts to help 
the average 
citizen do ap- 
pear to be in 
place - such 
as the Apollo 
Alliance or 
Set America 
Free - but that 



sures J.C. Pennie, his wife, and neighbors who join the 
wind energy cooperative will have a steady stream of 



appearance is 
skin deep at 

best. The renewable projects they endorse cannot re- 
place the level of hydrocarbon consumption we cur- 
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